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FROM A 


Member of 1 


| TO HIS 
Friend in the Coux rx. 
Giving a ſhort Account of the Proceedings of 


the TACKERS, upon the Occaſional and 
Self- denying Bills, the Act of Security in Scot- 


land, and other Occurrences i in the laſt Scflion 
of Parliament. 5 
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SIR, 


have ſent you a ſhort. Account of the ſeveral Debates 


IR wed yours, and in obedience to your Commenis 
J= in the Houſe of Commons upon the Bills and other Mat- 


ters mentioned in your Letter. 


Ihe Speaker having Reported the Queen's moſt Gizcloun : 
| Speech from the Throne; the E. of Dy- -t, a Perſon of great 
Integrity and Zeal for his Country, made 2 very Loyal Speech, 
and concluded witli a Motion for an humble Addreſs to be made 
to Her Majeſty, which you have ſeen in Print: This Motion was 
_ Seconded, amonglt others, by Mr. 28 who deſired that Aſſu- 
Pp 


rance might be given of al. poſſible Diſpatch to the neceſſary 
5 en Sir Ei. M. made a 1 Speck in praiſe of Her Ma- 


belly, | 


ſeſty, and of the Glorious Succeſſes the laſt Summer, and concur- 
Ting in the other Parts of the Addreſs, did a/ſo hope they ſhould - 
have an opportunity this Seſſion, to maintain the Legal Preroga. 
tives of the Crown, and the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
The Houſe having appointed a Day to conſider of Her 
Majeſty's Speech: Sir H. M. made a Motion, That a Supply be 
granted to Her Majefty for the carrying on a vigorous War 
againſt France and Spain. F 
I This extraordinary Zeal of the Country Gentlemen for Dif. 
patch of the publick Supplies, was particularly taken notice of 
in the Houſe: And the truth was, that as Gentlemen ſaw. a 
neceſſity of carry ing on the War with Vigour on one ſide, ſo on 
the other, they apprehended there was no way to ſecure the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Government, and to put an end to the Contention in the 
Kingdom, but by paſſing the Occaſional Bill; and there was no 
way to pals that Bill, but by Conſolidating the ſame with the 
Land Tax; and therefore, that they might do it with ſafety eve: 
ry way, whether ir paſſed the Lords or not, they gave the great. 
er diſpatch to the Publick Aids, that in caſe the Lords ſhould reje& 
the Tack, they might, upon a ſhort Prorogation, renew and 
paſs the Mony-Bill within the uſual time; but this was not 
declared left the Lords ſhould from thence be the more eneou- 
raged to reject the Bill. nl bi.” 
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On the other ſide it was argued, that the Commons had the 
Right of giving Mony, not only for ſecuring their Properties 
from Arbitrary Taxes; but alſo for 8 and obtaining 
good and wholſom Laws for the Welfare of the Publick, and 
that in all Ages they had made uſe of that Privilege for ſuch 
Parpoſes. be: 5 „ 
That in Antient Parliaments the Commons did generally inſiſt 
on having good Laws, and on Redreſs of Grievances, before they 
would give any Mony at all; and in proceſs of time, when the 
Exigencies of Affairs required Diſpatch of the Supplies, or the 
Prince grew jealous, that the Commons, after paſſing one, might 
inſiſt on more Bills, before they would give any Mony; the 
Commons for the mutual Satisfaction of the Prince and People, 
ſent up their Mony and their Grievances together, which is now 
call'd Taching. This was no Encroachment, but rather an Eæpe- 
chent found out on extraordinary Occaſions for the Safety and 
Satisfaction of the whole Legiſlature. „ 
And to thoſe that diſtinguiſh'd between Tacking againſt the 
Crown, and Tacking againſt the Lords, they readily reply'd, 
that the Lords being the Creatures of the Crown, they made 
a Ifftinction without any gteat Difference. No ſuch Tack 
could ever come to the Crown, bur thro' the Houſe of Peers. 
Every Teck that had been made in former Times, where- 
of there were ſome almoſt in every Reign, were Tacks againſt 
the Lords, as well as againſt the Crown. Tho they were not to 
the prejudice of either, as plainly appears, but only to pre- 
„ ſerve the publick Safe. 
The plain Meaning of this Terrible Odious thing, call'd 


Tacking; (for every thing is odious to the Ignorant, that hath 


not Succeſs) was no more but this: The Commons give Mony 
for the Good of the People, to defend our Excellent Conſtitu- 
tion and Eſtabli{h'd Government againſt all its Enemies both at 

home and abroad; and therefore they deſired that the Ed and the 
Means might be joined together inthe ſame Bill. As for inſtance; 
in the caſe before us; The Commons gave Mony, to the end 
that the Civil Officers, who are to take care of them at home, 
might be conformable to the Eftabliſh'd Government, and that the 


| Military Officers and Soldiers, Who are to fight for them abroad, 5 


might be well paid : Why may not theſe things be coupl'd together 
in the ſame Act? Is the End foreign to the Thing that is granted 


ſot that End? How t 


eee 
F 


vaniſheth into Air and doth no Execution. oY 
All theArguments _ Tacking, were equally ſtrong againſt 
the Lords rejecting the B 

never believe the Lords would expoſe the Nation to all the 


Dangers, that were ſuppoſed; rather than to paſs ſo Reaſonable | 
 WBill, for the Security of the Church. . 
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nany Aids have been granted to the Crown 
on certain Conditions ? If the Lords or the Prince do not like 
the Terms, they may reject the Bill; but it is as much the Right 
ef the Commons to grant on Condition, as it is the Right of the 
5 reject, if they ſee cauſe. See the Abridgment of Cotton's 

cords. | 


The Commons do generally defire to ſend up fin le Bills, 


— n——R—_s———— — — 


becauſe they may have the Concurrence of the Lords in 


the Amendments of them, which when joined to a Money 


Bill, they are deprived of, but this doth as much concern the 
Commons as the Lords; for if the Commons think fit to Tack 


a Bill to an Aid, they run the hazard of looſing that Bill, which 
if ſent up by ir felf, might have been obtained with a Keaſona- 
ble Amendment ; and therefore they never do Tack, but on an Ex- 


= traordinary Occaſion as this was, after a Bill has been well 
_ conlidered, often rejected by the other Houſe, and was of great 
Importance to the Peace and Welfare of the Nation. 


And it is the uſage in the Houſe of Commons, after a Bill 


is Read a Third Time and paſſed, then to give it the ſame or 


a new Title, and if this Bill had been thenEntituled, as it might 
have been; An AM for granting an Aid to Her Majeſty, for the 


better Security of the Eſtabliſpd Government in Church and State, 
both Parts of the Bill had been proper to the Title, and there 


being nothing in the Bill Foreign to the ſame, 'there had beenno 


Tack at all. 


And thus the Tack is Juſtified and Avoided at the ſame Time; 


For if it be taken as a Tack, they had a zight fo to do, and a 
_ reaſonable Ciuſe to attempt it, without any Danger; but 
this was ina Caſe of ſuch a Nature, that One T 
perly comprehend both Bills; ſo that all the great Clamor about 


tle would pro- - 


2 Tack, which maketh ſuch a Noiſe in the World, proveth to 
be but a Squib, Powder without Shot, that giveth a Crack, bur 


ill whenTacked ; and the Commons could 


And here it may not be improper to obſerve, that the Commons 
mew'd ſo great a Temper in this Matter, in hopes of putting = 
ö . ans . 
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end to this Controverſie, that they ſent up the Bill in a manner as 
the Lords had paſſed it before, and bropghrt in a Clauſe to Eg, 
the Diſſenters of Offices of Burtben; ſo that in Truth, if the 
Diſſenters do not deſign to Deftroy our Church, and Eftablifh 


their own, they ought to have Petitioned, (as they formerly declard 


« they would, on the Addition of ſuch a Clauſe,) for the paſſing of 


that Bill in the Houſe of Lords, as it was then paſſed through 
the Houſe of Commons. E 
A Worthy Member of the other fide was pleas'd to declate, 
That he admired to ſee any Gentlemen, that had been always 
zealous for that Bill, ſpeak againſt the Tack, ſince there was no 
other way to obtain the Bill, For his part, he had always been 
againſt the Bill, and therefore was nay the joining of it 
to a Publick Aid; but in caſe he had been of an Opinion for the 
Bill, he ſhould have readily joined with thoſe that were for 
conſolidating the ſame with the land Tax; ſincè there is no doubt 
but the Commons have a Right to Tack, by annexing ſuch Conditi- 
ons to the Grant of Money, as they ſhall think neceſſary for the 
 Pablick Safety. © VV 3 | 
I fhall not trouble you at preſent with the Hiſtory of 
 Tacking, of which the Journals of the Houſe will furniſh you 
with innumerable Inſtances; but pray Sir RecolleQ your {elf, 
were not you a Member of Parliament in the laſt Reign ? And 
were not you a Tacker in that Glorious Reign ? Were not the 
Triſh Forfeitures Tacked to a Money Bill? Were not the Com- 


miſſioners of the Exciſe Tacked to a Money Bill? And after that 


the Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms, to make them uncapable to 
it in Parliament? Was not the Bill of Accounts Tacked to a 
Money Bill?And were not all theſe Tac&s made by the very ſame 
Party, that now cry out againſt Tacking ; what is the meaning of 
all this ? For my Part I dread to gueſs at it, - and ſhall 105 o- 
ver this Affair and proceed to give a ſhort Account of the Debate 
upon the Scorch Affairs; in which the Tackers will apppear to 
have been the moſt zealous Ad vocates for the Houſe of Hanover, 
and the Act of Succeflion TIC 
A Day being appointed to take that Matter into Conſideration, 
it was Unanimouſly agreed, that the paſſing the A of Security in 
Scotland was of dangerous is lor bb the Peace and Welfare o 


tbis Nation: But theſe Jacobite Tackers (who are indeed honeſt 


Country Gentlemen, that are not in any Offices or Places, but 
zealous for the Good of thoſe by whom they are mh 
* e 
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theſe High Flyers were ſo unreaſonable as to propoſe, that the 
paſſing that Act did tend to Defeat the Succeſhon of the 
52 in the Illuſtriour Houſe of Hanover; and what elſe could 
it tend to? The Scotch politively refuſe to Eſtabliſh the fame 
uccellor as England, unleſs they have thoſe Things granted, 
which cannot be done without Ruin to this Nation; they are 
under the greateſt Reſentments imaginable, and when the only 
Thing left to reduce them to the Act of Succeſſion, was the 
Power of England, what then? to make that Argument more 
prevailing, they are ordered to be Armed and Diſciplined e- 
very Month - Is this the way to preſerve the Succeſſion? and 
yet upon a Diviſion in the Houſe, there was 139 againſt it; the 
IG were out Voted, and when the Queſtion was over, and 
the Tackers. and Anti-Tackers came to Converſe together ;. it. 
was confeſſed that the Reaſon that induced them to oppoſe 
ö that Queſtion, was, becauſe they were informed, that in Caſe 
| it had been carried, thele Tackers had intended to have 
= Moved for an Addreſs to the Queen, to defire the Princeſs 


So that theſe Tackers are Monſtrous ſort of Creatures, for 


1 Eſtabliſhed by the Acts of Militia, and thereby Securing us from 
| the Danger, of Popular and Tumultuous Aſſemblies, and in the 
1 Conſequence thereof, from Deſtroying the Monarchy, and. t 
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the Power of Man; and we have no reaſon now to expect 
DD 27 5; n+ et V 
An Objettion is ſtarted againſt theſe Tackers, that they are 
playing a cunning Game, and all their Deſign is to advance 
_ , themſelves, and get into Places; but how is this conſiſtent with 
the late Bills to leſſen the great Number of Publick Officers in 
Parliament; which were firſt moved by them, and proſecuted with 
all the Zeal Imaginable. Theſe are Inſtances one would think, 
ſhould demonſtrate to all Mankind who thele Tackers are? 
Men of Honour, Principles, and Eſtates; Men that have no 

other Aim or End, but the Peace and. Quiet, the Proſperity and 
Happineſs of their Native Country ; Men that remember 
the late Alterations, DiſtraQions, and Civil Wars; are defi- 
rous to fortify the Conſtitution, and preſerve us from Anarchy, 
and a Presbyterian Eſtabliſhment 3 Men that hate Perfecution 
more than their Enemies ; and are not endeavouring to bring it on 
others, but 7o keep it” from themſelves; and in order to that, I 
muſt farther acquaint you, that they have added a Clauſe to the 
Scotch. Bill, that the Commiſſioners ſhould not have Power 
to treat with Scotland about any Alteration in the DoQrine or 
Diſcipline of the e ſtabliſbed Church. FW 
And here I need not tell you what Care they have taken to 


preſerve the Rights and Liberties of all the Commons of Eng: 


land, ſince that will ſufficiently appear, by the Printed Report of 


the Conferences between the Two Houſes; neither will trou- 
ble you with any Account of the Bill for the Relief, Imploy- 
ment, and Settlement of the Poor, fince the Tame is coming 
forth in Print, and will beſt ſpeak for it ſelf, and for theſe Tack. 
ers who have taken ſo much Pains for, the Good of their Country. 

And now, how comes it to paſs, that theſe Tacgers take fo 
much Care of The Succeſſion of the Crown in ibe Illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover, of the Monarchy, the Church, the Religion 
and the Rights of their Country 2 Are theſe the Signs of their be. 
ing Facabites? or is it true, that the Game in Forer One is be- 
-ginning again? and all that will not act a part in that dark and 
diſmal Tragedy, are to be branded with the Names of Papiſts, 
Facobites, Perkinites, and what elſe they pleaſe? * 
But there are none ſo: Blind as they that will not ſee; is there 
not a Storm gathering in the North? Does it not portend ill to 
'Ezzland? Did not the ſolemn League and Covenant, ariſe from 
thegce Is not Epiſcopacy and Prelacy declared in Scaland to 
e ory 1p 08 > MODR UOIARA i 
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W 1 cage Grievance? Have they not made it High 
Treaſon to Speak or Write for Epiſcopaey n the Church? And 
12x do you think they will not do the ſatre thing in England, if 
id they prevail ? And what can hinder them, if their Brethren in 
_ England Joyn with them? How foon are the beſt Governments 
2 in the World overturned by a ſudden Conjuncture? And when 

is the proper time for ſuch a Revolution, but when Men ſeem 
to be Infatuated, and lulled aſleep with fairPretences, and Speci- 
1 „ oo ory nn 

2 As to what you mention of the Ballads, Lifts and Libels, 
b | againſt the Tackers, E am perſwaded that thoſe things will turn 

to their Honour and Ad vantage, for ſuch Malitious and Vile 

Proceedings, do never convince Men againſt their own Knowledge 
30 and long Experience, and againſt Gentlemen of antient Families, 
WE and known Zeal and Integrity, for the common Good of their 
| Sscyvereigi and their Count. 

| As to my Ftiehd, mentioned in your Letter, he does freely 
own himſelf to be one of thoſe whom the Enemies to England *+ 
call Tackers, onè that was for Joining the ſecurity of the Church 
and State in the ſame Bill, One that was for preſerving the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, and (by removing Fears and Jealouſies on-both 
| + tg reſtoring the great and ineſtimable Bleſſing of Peace and 

lle catinot but gloty in this particular, and believe that it will 

be retnembred by Pofterity for the Honour of his Family: that 
no Temptations of Honour or Prefetment, no s nor Fears, 

have prevatled upon Hitti to deſert the Cauſe of God or Religi- 
on ting 117 
5 | _- T ſhall contlude this Lerter with a hearty Prayer to Almighty 
{7 God to Bleſs Her Majefty with a long and proſperous Reign 
- ih over us; with Peace ar Home, and Vitory abroad; with faith- - 
| Ful Councellors, and Unpyaſſed Patriots 
l JT 
Bes contentett with the Act of Toleration, the ERtabliſh'd Church 
pe ſecurely ſettled to alf 4 and that the People of Eg - 
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land may not want theſe Honeſt Teckers to repreſent them in the 
E We yn, 


. k 4 2431 Ä2 «4 | 


Sir” 


| London: Printed And are to be Sold by the Bookfellers of 
| | |  LondonandWeſimenſieg, . . 5 
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